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CLENT.

The Village of Clent consists of, at least, four separate parts,
detached from esach other, namely, Holy Cross, the most populous
part, where the manufacture of nails is carried on; Lower Clent,
a fertile tract lying below the south-west end of the Hills; Upper
Clent ; and Adam’s Hill, at the rear of which is the “ Bog,” a
valley containing many cottages and which deserves a better name
as it naturally drains itself into the plain below. The last men-
tioned Hill is prettily dotted over with cottages and villas, some
ot which are in great request by summer visitors from the neigh-
bouring mining and manufacturing district. This part is seen
to advantage from the Hills above.

«] reached the nearest summit in the Clent range (Walton
Hill) and found it an oblong grassy level, many acres in extent,
bounded on the right by a secluded valley (Clatterbatch) that
opens among the hills, with a small stream running through it.
The green slopes on both sides of the hollow, for half their heights,
from the summits downwards, retain all their old irregularities of
surtace, unscarred by plough or harrow ; a few green fields, and a
few picturesque cottages environed by hedgerows, with an old mill
and millpond, occupy the lower declivities and the bottom; and
just where the valley opens into the level country we find
the ancient village of Clent, one of the prettiest and most
characteristic of all old English villages. It stands half-enwrapped
in tall wood, and half-embraced by the outstretched arms of the
valley, with its ancient time-eaten church rising in the midst, and
its old, venerable dwellings betimbered with dark oak and belatticed
with lead, and much beshrouded in ivy and hoaeysuckle, scattered
irregularly around. I saw no noisy workshops—no stir of business,
—nothing doing, or like to be done. Clent, for the last nine
hundred years, seems to have had a wonderfully easy life of it—a
summer day sort of life.”*

THE FORESTERS' CONVALESCENT HOME.,

Walton Pool, Clent. Established in 1887, for the purpose of
providing members of Foresters’ Courts within 30 miles of
Birmingham, who may, through a long or serious affliction require
its aid ; with home, food, attendance, cheerful surroundings, and
tresh air, for a limited period. A temporary home was used up to
1894, when a fine new building was formally opened on Whit
Tuesday. The new home stands in a singularly beautiful and
healthy position. The dining room and recreation rooms are large,
comfortable, and airy, and there is accommodation for 30 patients,
though at present the maximum number at one time is limited to
20. Matron, Mrs. Hunt.

*Hugh Miller.
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CLENT CHURCH,

dedicated to St. Leonard, consists of a nave with one small aisle
to the south, a chancel, and a tower containing six bells. With
the exception of the tower and chancel it was rebuilt in 1865, a
few carvings and some interesting Norman work being retained.
Vicar, the Rev. F. R. Lawson.

ST. KENELM.

At the eastern side of Clent Hill, stands, in all its solitude, the
Chapel of St. Kenelm. We give our readers a short account of
its’curious history.

One of the hunting palaces of the King of Mercia was situated
on the eastern side of Clent Hill, near the farm-house called Pen-
orchard. This palace, with its turrets high above the surrounding
forests, must have been extremely beautiful, as the eye might
travel over a tract of unbroken woodland till it met with the noble
keep of the “ Castle of the woods” at Dudley, then recently
erected by Dodo the Saxon. o

_In this forest was perpetrated the murder of Kenelm.
William of Malmsbury and Matthew of Westminster, the chief
authorities concerning this history, relate that the infant King
{(who was about seven years old) had two sisters; the elder, to
whom the care of his ‘education was entrusted, was named
Quendreda—the younger Dornemyll. Quendreda was cruel and
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ambitious, whereas Dornemyll was beloved for her mild and
amiable disposition. Quendreda coveting the throne, from which
she thought her brother alone excluded her, planned with her lover
Askobert, the destruction of the young prince.  The story is told
with more or less fulness by the historians above referred to, in a
curious and scarce work, called ¢ Legenda Aurea,” or the Golden
Legend, a copy of which, printed in 1503, is preserved in the
Bodleian Library, at Oxford.

¢ Saynte Kenelme, marter, was Kynge of a part of Englonde,
by Walys. His fader was kinge totore hym and was named
}g:anulphe, and founded th’ Abbaye of Wynchcombe, and sette
theryn monkes. And when he was deed, he was beryed in the
same Abbeye. Yt tyme Wynchcombe was the best toune of ye
countre. This Kynge Kenelme was Kynge of Worcetershyre,
Warrykshyre, and Gloucetreshyre. And the Byshop of Worcestre
was Byshop of those thre shyres. And he was Kynge, also, of
Derbyshyre, Cesshyre, Shropshyre, Herfordshyre, Notinghamshyre,
Northamptonshyre, Bokinghamshyre, Oxfordshyre, Leycestre-
shyre, and Lincolnshyre; all this was called the Marche of

ayls. And all those countrees Saynte Kenelme was kynge ; and
Wynchcombe yt time was chief cyte of all these shyres, and before
Oswald hadde be Kynge of all Englonde.”

« Ane after hym it was deprated, in Saynte Kenelme'’s dayse,
Kenulfe, his fader, was a full holie man, and Dornemyll and
Quendred weren susters of Saynte Kenelme. Kenulfe, his fader,
deyed the yere of our Lorde heyght hundred and xix.

«“Then was Kenelme made Kynge when he was seven yere
of age. And his sister Dornemyll loved him moche ; and they
lyved holily togyder to theyre lyves end; but Quindre, ye other
suster, torned her to wickednesse, and ‘hadde grete envye at her
broder Kenelme, bycduse he was so ryche above her, and laboured
wyth all her power to destroye him, bycause she wold be Queen,
and regne after hym.” : :

Having given what we consider the probable history of King
Kenelm, we shall relate the further legend which proceeds to
state, that his sister first attempted to destroy him by poison, but
failing in her efforts he was taken out under pretence of hunting
and cruelly murdered by Askobert, who severed the head from the
body and buried his victim under a bush,—that this took place in
a cow-pasture in the wood of Clent,—and that, shortly afterwards,
a dove dropped a scroll of parchment upon the high altar of
St. Peter’s, in Rome, thus inscribed in Saxon characters :—

In Clent, in Caubage, Kenelme Kynge born,
Lyethe under a thorn, his hede off shorne.

or, according to Milton’s better version, in his History of England—

Low in a mead of kine, under a thorne,
Of head bereft, li'th poor Kenelm, King-born.
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In consequence of this supernatural discovery of the murder,
the Archbishop of Canterbury was directed by the Pope to cause
search to be made for the body, which being found, was removed
with much funereal pomp to Winchcomb, for the purpose of inter-
ment in the church of the abbey. That Quendreda, inquiring the
occasion of the bell-ringing which she heard, was told—‘ Howe
her broder, Kenelme, was brought wyth processyon into th’
Abbaye, and yt the belles rongen without manne’s -helpe; and
thanne she sayd in grete scorne, ¢ that is as treue,” sayd she, ‘as
both myne eyen falle upon this booke,’—and anone both her eyen
fell out of her hede, upon the booke,”

Speed says—*‘ Most true it is that an obscure sepulchre the
body had at the first ; and howsoever found out, was afterwards
with great honour and ceremony translated to the Monastery ot
Winchcomb, which his father had founded. The murderesse,
Quendred, for griefe and shame of so wicked an act, ended her
life, withcut the attaining of her ambitious desire, and hath left her
name indelebly stained with his innocent blood.” He also says :—
¢ In the same yeere that he beganne his reigne, by the treason of
his unatural sister, hee was murthered and first obscurely buried ;
but afterwards.solemnly removed and reposed neere to his father, in
the Monasterie of Winchcombe.”

The situation of the chapel is remarkably picturesque. It is
built partly over a deep valley, and when viewed from the east,
assumes an elevation superior to that of the opposite point, which
is the site of the tower. A curious carving is to be seen on the
south wall, which that eminent antiquary, Bishop Lyttelton, thus
described : ¢ A rude figure of a child, with two fingers of the right
hand lifted in the form of a benediction ; a crown of stone over his
head, intended to represent Kenelm, accompanied by symbols of
the Evangelist, as the eagle, the lion, bull, and angel.”

The figure of a child, alluded to by the Bishop,
is indeed rudely executed ; the head is strangely
disproportioned to the body, the left hand holds a
book, and the crown is like a rude canopy. The
adjoining sketch may give the reader an idea of it.

The arch over the door of the church is a
beautiful specimen of Norman architecture. The
greatest part of the fabric does not appear older

~ than Henry IIl.’s time. The tower, which is the
most beautiful feature of the building, is not earlier than the reign
ot Henry VII. ;

Tradition tells that the spot where the chapel stands is that in
which the body of the prince was buried by his murderer.
Suspicion having been awakened, and a searchingtituted, it is said
that just on the site of the present chapel a cow was found lowing
pitifully at the side.of a newly laid sod; that on removing the
earth, the body of the murdered prince was discovered, and
instantly a beautiful spring of water burst forth, destined to be
famous through many a following generation.
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The well was situated at the east end of the chapel. It is at ;

the present time filled up with earth and rubbish, but formerly it
was a handsome structure, corresponding with the architecture of
the chapel, and certain lands were given to the sacrist of Halesowen
Abbey tor the purpose of keeping it in repair. It was resorted to
by pilgrims from all parts of the country, who believed that its
waters were efficacious for the cure of various diseases. At the
time of the Reformation, however, it was destroyed, and
Bishop Latimer used every exertion to discourage the resort
thither of pilgrims.

St. Kenelm’s was an object of much respect in the olden
time, and received many valuable presents. In the year 1464,
Thomas Haywood, Dean ot Lichfield, gave to the abbot and
convent of Hales Owen two elegant basins of silver, with gilt eagles
at the bottom, weighing sixty ounces,—* to be placed on the altar
of St. Kenelm, the martyr,” on all solemn festival days. We
have also an inventory of the sacramental plate, belonging to
St. Kenelm's chapel in the year 1503.

A lytyll shryne with odur reliques therein.
A hege of seynt Kenelme sylver and gyld.
A crown of sylver and gylt with a cepter of sylver.
A Pyx of sylver.
A chalys gyld with pax-brede sylver and gyld.
A Schypp of sylver for incense.

Near this chapel was oncé a town of considerable size, called
Kenelmstowe, not a vestige of which now remains. Records
remain to prove thatin the eighth year of the reign of King Edward I.
(A.D. 1247) it was still a populous hamlet. Its decline appears to
have been owing partly to the main road between Bromsgrove and
Dudley, which for a long time passed through it, taking another
course; and partly to the cessation of pilgrimages to the shrine
and holy well of St. Kenelm, after the Reformation. The site of
this place is now called the Back Lane, and leads from St. Kenelm
to Hunnington, &c.

The chapel survived the hamlet ; but before certain alterations
were made, its interior was extremely plain. The backs of some
of the sittings more resembled the side of a horse trough than any-
thing else. The floor was of brick, with a little straw for the feet
in some of the seats. Along the aisles of the chapel stone seats
were ranged, which served to support the ends of the benches.
The gallery was but six feet six inches from the floor, and was
approached by three separate staircases, each leading to a portion
distinct from the others. The ancient way to the belfry, now used
also as a means of access to the upper part of the gallery, consisted
of seven solid pieces of wood, and a rude balustrade. There are
some curious old frescoes at the east end of the church, which have
for many years been plastered over. When the Church was
restored, about 1845, Mr. Wills, now Mr. Justice Wills, made
drawings of them and published an illustrated account in the
Birmingham and Edgbaston Proprietary School Magazine, where
he was a scholar.
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In 1848 a thorough restoration was eflected at the expense of
the late Lord Lyttelton, the then Lord of the Manor, with due
regard to the high antiquity and interesting associations of the
place. The interior ‘has been fitted up with open seats of oak ;
there is a hexagonal stone pulpit, supported on a shaft and
pedestal ; an octagonal stone font, ornamented with quatretoils,
and having a conical covering of wood, crocketted ; a very con-
venient gallery has been constructed, and the old flat ceiling has
been removed, the open roof being now supported by light truss
work of oak. These and other improvements have rendered the
little building suitable as a place for divine worship for the
inhabitants.

See ““ A Short History of Clent,” by John Amphlett, Esq. Parker.

ARK & 00DY’S UBLICATIONS.
MAEE & M P

CLENTINE RAMBLES. A Guide to Hagley and Clent, with a chapter
on the PrysicaL GrEoGraPHY and GEoLoGy of the DistriCT, by the
late Hon. and Rev. Caxoxn LyrTtertoN, and The Frora of the
Crent and Lickey Hiris, by the late WirLriam Matuews, M.A.,
Foolscap 8vo, 2s. (without the * Flora,” 1s.)

GARDENING FOR ALL, &c., Cloth, 1s.

CYCLING ROAD MAP OF STOURBRIDGE AND DISTRICT,
roads coloured, printed on flexible cloth, 6d.

THE STEWPONEY FARMERS' ACCOUNT BOOK. Adapted for
one year or longer if required. Foolscap folio, half-bound, 6s.

HEATING BY HOT WATER. By WaLTeER JoNES, a complete
treatise on high and low pressure heating, with numerous illustrations.
Crown 8vo, cloth gilt, 2s. 6d.

THE LYTTELTON CRICKET SCORING BOOK. Books, 3d., 6d.,
18., 3s. 6d., and 6s. each. Sheets, 1d. each.

CRAUFURD'S SERMONS. I, on his Second Marriage; II, A Few
Words on Ditto; III, *“How about a Day of Humiliation ?"”
Demy 8vo, 6d. each.

KINVER AND ENVILLE ILLUSTRATED, 6d.

A NEW GUIDE TO SILCHESTER, With a Preface by the
Lorp Bisuor or Oxrorp. Crown 8vo, 62 pp., 1s.

JOHN CORBETT, Esg., OF IMPNEY. A Sketch with Portrait and
Views. Crown 8vo, 24 pp., 6d. ; cloth gilt, 1s.

STOURBRIDGE ALMANACK & DIRECTORY. Demy 8vo,

70 pp-, 3d.
SToUuRBRIDGE: MARK & MOODY.

“ Aim at the highest perfection in everything.”

For the HIGH CLASS WATCHES, SILVER,

BEST
go to PLATE, JEWELS, & SPECTACLES.

D O U G L A S’ Mr. Douglas may be consulted person-

ally for Defects of the Eye any da;
STOURBRIDGE. except Thursday. A

OPTICIAN (BY APPOINTMENT) TO THE EYE INFIRMARY.



st A. PITT, #o

Hill Side Cottage.
T g

Visitors will find
every accommodation for
Teas at this well-known

House

Mps. THOMAS MORRIS,

BAY TREE COTTAGE,

—=~ CLENT HILLS.

AARTMENTS TO LET.

«—&-0!—0—-

WAGONETTE FOR HIRE.

Large or Small Tea Parties
Provided for.

TERMS MODERATE.

MRS. EDWARDS,

LABURNAM COTTAGE,
CLENT HILLS.

ACCOMMODATION FOR TEAS
=« AND APARTMENTS.

School Parties specially catered for
at moderate terms.

A. E. GREEN,

FAMILY GROCER, and

PROVISION MERCHANT,

63, HAGLEY ROAD,
Sy Court. STOURBRIDGE.
RELH e S
Specially Blended Teas,
Freshly Roasted Coffees.

All goods delivered free. A trial solicited.

Pull @@Uem

(situate at Foot of Clent Hills),

Mrs. H. BROMLEY .. Proprietress.
Every Accommodation for Large and
Small Parties.

lpa.rtment: to Let & Teas Provided.

Rolinson’s Ales in grand condition.
FOREIGN & BRITISH WINES
of the finest quality,
g

ACCOMMODATION FOR CYCLISTS.

CHARLES ROLLASON,
Horticultural Builder,

1, BROOK ST., STOURBRIDGE.

R. DUDLEY,
ﬂqm & Sheet Glass,
Paints, Oil & Coloup

MERCHANT.

Paperhangings Factor.
s} O fomtr
180, HIGH STREET,
STOURBRIDGE.

W. H. COMPSON,

FLORIST,
PEDMORE, STOURBRIDGE.

Wreaths ==
“Ze and grosses

made fo order.

| Victor F. L. RoLLAson

ACCOUNTANT,

Rent and Debt Collector.

Debts bought or collected on
commission.

VICTORIA CHAMBERS, HIGH ST.,
STOURBRIDGE.

The Foley Arms Hotel,

PEDMORE.
s
This celebrated House has been
long noted for its Home-brewed
Ales, Wines and Spirits of the
finest quality.

Splendid Bowling Green to seat 200.

PARTIES ACCOMMODATED.

Proprietress = S. BROOKS.

< J. BRADLEY, #»-
Baker and @P@@ar,

HOLY CROSS, CLENT.

e/‘I)EALER in Poultry, Horse Feéd, &c.,
@ and Farm Produce Daily.




G. H. NEWNAM,

SPENCERS ARMS,
HAGLEY.

—— Y

Home-Brewed Ales,

e
Special Accommodation for Cyeclistg,
‘...._.*..._‘__

GOOD STABLING.

EDWARD ELT & SON,

NURSERYMEN,

Seedsmen & Florists

Wreaths, Crosses, Bouquets, Button
Holes, etc. supplied promptly.

Seeds of Best Quality. Market attended
Friday and Saturday.

NURSERIES :—
Heath Street and South Avenue,
STOURBRIDGE.

William Griffiths Wooldridge

R.S8.8.

SHOEING and
GENERAL SMITH,

Registered by the London Company
of Farriers.

- e O PPL O O -

=% HAGLEY. #=

THE FOUNTAIN INN,

FOOT OF CLENT HILLS,
NEAR STOURBRIDGE.

The above Inn is well adapted for

Piz-Nic, Dinne» & Tea Parties,

having Refreshment Rooms, Rustic Seats,
Alcoves, &c.
Wines & Spirits. Extensive Stabling
Accommodation.

Parties supplied with Dinner and Tea on
reasonable terms.

H. PHILLIPS Proprietress.

Mount Hill Cottage,

Proprietress, Mrs. Pemberton,
(Late of Holly Cottage).

Tea Parties accommodated at the shortest
notice, and lowest possible prices.,

Tea and Hot Water Supplied.
APARTMENTS T0 LET.

CYCLES TAKEN CARE OF.

C. B. Pursall’s

=i Stores, ¥<
Noted for Provisions.

CHOICE

DAIRY BUTTERS

TWICE WEEKLY.

HIGH 8T., OLDSWINFORD.

ESTABLISHED OVER 100 YEARS.

@/D.@/BIRD,

183, Lower High St.,
STOURBRIDGE.

il
A Large and Varied

Manufacturer of

CANE BOTTOM

Assortment of 1 / CHAIRS
& l; il
maiae | Baskets, |/ e
Pegs, Lines, "
Twines, Wood B:)wls, il Ham pers’ ORDERS & REPA RS
|t

Buckets, Tubs,
Dollies, &ec., &ec.,
kept in Stock. ;'

I

(| and all kinds of Wicker
f Work. EXECUTED,

PROMETLY

“KEEP YOUR HAIR ON”
BY USING
The ‘G.H.B.

HAIR TONIC,

For Promoting & Strengthening THE HAIR:

PRODUCES,
PRESERVES,
AND BEAUTIFIES.

GEO. H. BATE,

Hairdresser & Hair Specialist,

21, High St., STOURBRIDGE.
POST FREE, 1s. 3d.

F.W. LAMBERT,

CARVER, GILDER,

HOUSE DECORATOR.

ETC., ETC.
OLDSWINFORD,
STOURBRIDGE.

G. W. BATES,
NUSIC SHOW ROONS,

High St., STOURBRIDGE.
———
The Largest Stock of

PIANOFORTES & AMERICAN ORGANS

in the district to select from.
e a3t
Only Competent Tuners engaged.
Distance no object.

WO00DMAN HOTEL, CLENT

Proprietor - W. HACKETT.

ALES, WINES, SPIRITS & CIGARS

(=M Of the Finest Quality. =3
Every Accommocdation for Large or Small
Parties.

Having Large Bar, Smoking and
Dining Room, Large Bowling . .
Green, Good Stabling and Cycling

Accommodation.

Ail lightea up with Electric Light.




Specialities, \B H. Stringer,

WEDDING, €% o>
KEEPER \ COMMERCIAL

—AND— BUILDINGS,
ENGAGEMENT \ STOURBRIDGE
L

RINGS.

FREDERICK RAY,

Fupniture Remover & Storep
——

BRAKE PROPRIETOR,
COAL MERCHANT and
GENERAL HAULIER.

THE HEATH,
STOURBRIDGE.

JOHN HILIL,
Builder and Coniraetor,

OLDSWINFORD, STOURBRIDGE.

—— g —

ESTIMATES given for all kinds of Repairs
Alterations, etc.

Special attention given to

‘All kinds of Sanitary Work.

)

*J9pao
0} PpBU YION, UO] SIIP[Ing

Hoppers, Frames.

Every Description of Wrought
Iron Window :Casements.
Jo spury [[e pue ‘s[ejuiy

e dk” &
i r1

WARD & Co.,

POPLAR WORKS,
Foster St., STOURBRIDGE.

——

Manufacturers of Ornamental Wrought Iron
Gate Fencing, Tomb and Park Railings.

STEAD & SIMPSON,

The Walsall Rubber Co.

CYCLING, TENNIS,
. ‘and .
BROWN GOODS.
STERLING VYALUE.
SLIPPERS MADE UP.

-~ Repairs and Measure Orders receive
best attention.

Cheap House for
WATERPROOF COATS, . . .

CAPES, COLLARS, CUFFS, &c.

ALL KINDS of RUBBER GOODS.

161, HIGH STREET,
STOURBRIDGE.

—

SAMUEL FIDDIAN,

FURNISHING and

General [ronmonger,
&@w v
COMMERCIAL BUILDINGS,

A Large Assortment of all classes of
Ironmongery at Stores’ Prices. STOURBRIDGE-
— BRI~

Goods delivered any
part of Hagley or-Clent
almost daily.

Finest Water White Petroleum.

ASK FOR PRICE BEFORE BUYING.

ARTHUR PEARSON,
Coach Builder. .

o e Pl o %
e g y )
-—>§f@‘§ O —d

ST

l\' R. A. PEARSON begs respectfully to call the attention
5 ’ of intending purchasers to his

High-class Stock of New Carriages,

which are now on view at his Show Rooms,

Hagley Road, Stourbridge,

consisting of Landaus, Broughams, Vi(':torias, Stanhopes,
Wagonettes, Dog Carts, etc. They will be found correct in
their proportions, light in draught, and made of thoroughly
Seasoned Materials, and of First-Class Finish.



{onour before fonours."

1 nre M()lll\l | Ladies College,
""" == CIeRE T 1)

Principal, e

I\l ISS I\l. Ii. |), ‘\’ls’ {London Matric),

Certificated, South Kensington, (Queen's Prize)
Formerly Head Mistress of Wordsley High School,
West Bromwich Grammar School

Assisted by a Staff of trained and highly certificated English Governesses

and Visiting Professors

AOUNT COLLEGE is large and conveniently arranged with every modern
P' improvement for the health and comiort of pupils. Situated on Clent Hill, it
stands within its own grounds, overlooking a magnificent view of twelve Counties
It is 1,000 feet above the sea level, and commands a Seuth aspect
CLENT, near Stourbridge, is one of the prettiest and most characteristic of all
old English villages:; famed far and wide for its dry and bracing climate. Beautiful
woods and gorse clad heaths, with the attractions of hills and scenery, combine to torm
a spot of exceptional loveliness.
Clent has the advantage of an air, charged with purity, vigour and freshness, that
braces nerve and sinew by its strength and softness.

Pupils: are required to wear the School badge on Sailor hat ; colours, blue and gold

W. . & . WARRILOW,
Bespoke Loot Mllukers

+>% 39, HIGH STREET, %=

STOURBRIDGE

Largest and Best Selected Stock of all kinds of
Boots and Shoes in the District.

SOLE AGENTS FOR

THE CELEBRATED “ K ” BOOTS AND SHOES.

S. HILL, &

Cabinet Maker, Upholsterer,
and General House Furnisher,

WORDSLEY, Stourbridge.
B e

Five Minutes’ walk from Electric

Sﬂhﬂﬂl Flll’llitlll’ﬂ Man“faetump' Trams, Wordsley Route.

—

Bar and Smoke Room Fittor.  rove car ot srowery street

INSPECTION INYITED,
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MIDEAND DRUG STORES, Ltd.,

For Accurate Dispensing,

Pure Drugs and Chemicals

TRUSSES, ELASTIC STOCKINGS, Etc.

Photographlc Apparatus,
=, and Chemlcals.

G. . SIMPKINS, M.P.S., =z

75, HIGH STREET, STOURBRIDGE.

Family Ales.
Pale Ales.
Strong Ales
Mild Ales.
Stout.

THE CELEBRATED

Wordsley Bitter, Mild & Strong Ales

may be had in Cask or Bottle direct from
The Brewery, WORDSLEY.




